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Re:  Wilsonville’s Response to Public Records Request 
 
 
Dear Ms. Jacobson: 
 
Thank you for taking my call last Friday to discuss your September 12 correspondence. I would 
like to thank the City’s staff for assisting in this matter, and your office for giving me access to 
review the Emergency Response Plan for the City of Wilsonville Community Water System.  
 
As discussed earlier, one of my clients happens to be my family. We live in one of the 
communities adjacent to the Pipeline. The Pipeline has been a concern for us for some time now. 
The public record requests served on the City were lawful requests. There never has been any 
representation that my clients are planning to sue anyone.  
 
The public record requests are of high importance to my clients and other members of the 
community that live or attend school in close proximity of the Pipeline. If there was a concern 
about the scope of the request, the timing of the City’s response, or the expense, the approach 
that most public agencies take is to pick up the phone and contact the requester, especially if they 
are represented by counsel. That did not happen in this situation.  
 
The 52- year old Pipeline travels through or is in close proximity to Rivergreen, Fox Chase, 
Moreys Landing, Merryfield, Hazelwood, and Villebois communities. The Pipeline is within a 
few yards of a very large apartment complex and schools. It travels underneath Wilsonville 
Road, a critical artery for our City, which is subject to high volume of traffic.   It travels under 
the Inza R. Wood Middle School Athletic Field adjacent to the Boones Ferry Primary School and 
the Inza R. Woods Middle School,  two schools where my clients’ children are/will be attending.  
It is also within 100 yards of the Lowrie Primary School.  The Pipeline travels under the 
Willamette River within a quarter of a mile upstream from the Wilsonville Water Treatment 
Plant, a major water source for our community.  
 
It is the oldest pipeline in the City and unlike the Northwest Natural Gas pipeline that was 
installed after it, Wilsonville does not receive any revenue or direct benefit from this Pipeline. 
With reportedly 1.6 million gallons of fuel being transported daily at eight times the pressure of a 
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fire hose, I think the City would agree that it is in its best interest and the best interest of the 
Wilsonville residents to make sure that Kinder Morgan is properly maintaining the Pipeline and 
that there is a coordinated effort by local, state, and federal agencies to respond if there is a 
pipeline spill or explosion.  
 
On June 10, 1999, in Bellingham, Washington, a gasoline pipeline operated by Olympic Pipeline 
Company ruptured as the result of an improperly configured relief valve. 277,000 gallons of 
gasoline spilled in the adjacent Hanna and Whatcom Creeks. The overwhelming fumes required 
the evacuation of local residents, and the gasoline vapors soon exploded resulting in the death of 
three children.  Bellingham’s water treatment plant that was located near the pipeline and the 
explosion was destroyed. The authorities noted that the destruction and death toll was much 
lower than what would be expected from such a large explosion because the explosion was 
centered in a large forested park. We don’t have this luxury in Wilsonville where the Pipeline is 
situated. 
 
 On September 9, 2010, in San Bruno, California, the San Bruno pipeline exploded, reportedly 
causing a wall of fire 1,000 feet high. The explosion leveled 35 houses and compromised a water 
main impacting the ability of first responders to fight the fires.  This incident resulted in the 
death of at least 8 individuals and injuries to 58 individuals. The cause of the explosion-
numerous defective welds in the 54 year old pipeline.  
 
As discussed, my clients have no desire to review documents that are lawfully exempt under 
Oregon’s public records laws. Our focus is on the level of communication regarding emergency 
preparedness that Kinder Morgan has had with the State of Oregon, Clackamas County, West 
Linn-Wilsonville School District, Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue, and the City.  We will follow-
up with the City if we need any additional documents.  
 
As discussed with Mr. Kohlhoff on Monday, in reviewing the Emergency Response Plan for the  
Community Water System, I noticed that while Northwest Natural Gas is listed, Kinder 
Morgan’s contact information is absent from the Emergency Contacts Section. It is my 
understanding from Mr. Kohlhoff that the City will be adding this information to all relevant 
emergency contact pages.  My clients appreciate this.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Shawn M. O’Neil 
 
cc: Clients 
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