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May 29, 2015 
By Email Only 
Mr. Daniel J. Lyons 
Assistant General Counsel 
Kinder Morgan, SFPP, L.P. 
1001 Louisiana Street, Suite 1000 
Houston, Texas 77002 
 
 
                  Re: Your May 20, 2015 Correspondence and May 28, 2015 Email 
 
 
Dear Mr. Lyons: 
 
 
 I received your May 28, 2015 email in response to my seeking further clarification of your May 
20, 2015 correspondence. I hope the weather conditions are now improving. 
 
I have concerns when I receive a letter such as yours in response to a citizen inquiry concerning 
this 53 year old Pipeline.  Especially since your company publically provided this information in 
1999. I am also quite surprised that as the Operations Manager of the Northwest Division here in 
the Northwest, Mr. Andrew Holbrook through you would be taking this type of position.  
 
As conveyed to him and later you by voicemail, my family lives in a community next to the 
Kinder Morgan Pipeline (Pipeline) The school in which my son will be attending is situated 
adjacent to the Pipeline. I can understand that your office may be gun shy after having to litigate 
issues with the traditional environmentalist groups that are seeking to challenge construction or 
expansion of pipelines. That is not my motivation or desire. My goal is really simple-to make 
sure that we are all safe, and there are on-going and continuous communications between Kinder 
Morgan including its subsidiaries and the various public and private resources we have to ensure 
the safety of our communities here in Oregon and specifically Wilsonville.  
    

Background 
 
It is my understanding the Pipeline, which is approximately 113 to 115 miles in length, was 
originally installed 53 years ago by Southern Pacific Pipeline, a subsidiary of Southern Pacific 
Corporation and a sister subsidiary to the Southern Pacific Railroad. When first installed, the 
Pipeline was originally buried 4 to 4 ½ feet underground and travelled through undeveloped 
land. After the parent company’s merger with Santa Fe in 1983, the Pipeline was acquired by the 
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newly formed company Santa Fe Pacific Pipelines, Inc. The Pipeline—often identified as the 
Santa Fe Pipeline— crosses a number of waterways including the Willamette River, which 
serves as the main water supply for Wilsonville, Oregon and other communities. The Pipeline is 
located within a mile upstream from the City of Wilsonville Water Treatment plant. Kinder 
Morgan acquired the pipeline in 1997 after it purchased Santa Fe Company. The Pipeline 
reportedly transports refined and highly flammable petroleum fuel products including gasoline, 
diesel, ethanol, and jet fuels. In 1999, it was reported by Kinder Morgan that it was pumping 
approximately 1.6 million gallons of fuel daily through the Pipeline under pressure 8 times more 
powerful than a fire hose. Since that time the demand for fuel has significantly increased, and the 
population and housing density surrounding the Pipeline has substantially risen since 1962. For 
example in 1969, the population of Wilsonville was only 1000 people and was situated 
substantially west of the Pipeline. The current population exceeds 21,000 and the density of the 
population within a few yards of the Pipeline path is substantially higher. The Pipeline travels 
through the play field of one public school in the area, and several dense communities in 
Sherwood and Wilsonville. Since the installation of the pipeline, the Willamette River has 
flooded Wilsonville twice first in 1964 and later in 1996. On September 13 1989, a construction 
worker drove a bulldozer through a stream bed, rupturing the Pipeline in Marion County, Oregon 
and causing 30,000 gallons of gasoline to spill in Mill Creek. As a result of this incident, 
neighborhoods had to be evacuated due to the fumes, and there were widespread concerns that 
the vapors would ignite and endanger these neighborhoods. There have been other incidents 
since then. 
 
The 53 year old Pipeline travels through/or is in close proximity to Rivergreen, Fox Chase, 
Moreys Landing, Merryfield, Hazelwood, and Villebois communities. The Pipeline is within a 
few yards of a very large apartment complex and pre-school. It travels underneath a critical 
artery for our City-Wilsonville Road.  A road that on a good day remains highly congested. It 
travels under the Inza R. Wood Middle School Athletic Field adjacent to two schools.  It is also 
within 100 yards of the Lowrie Primary School.  While I have tailored my focus on the 
community in which I live.  My concerns extend to the entire 115 mile path of the Pipeline. 
 
On June 10, 1999 in Bellingham, Washington, a gasoline pipeline operated by Olympic Pipeline 
Company ruptured as the result of an improperly configured relief valve. 277,000 gallons of 
gasoline spilled in the adjacent Hanna and Whatcom Creeks. The fumes were overwhelming 
requiring the evacuation of local residence. The gasoline vapors soon exploded. Three children 
died. Bellingham’s water treatment plant which was located near the pipeline and the explosion 
was destroyed. The authorities noted that the destruction and death toll was much lower than 
what would be expected from such a large explosion. The reason-the explosion was centered in a 
large forested park. We do not have this luxury of uninhabited space along a significant portion 
of the path of this Pipeline.   
 
 On September 9, 2010 there was the San Bruno pipeline explosion which was reported to have 
had a wall of fire 1,000 feet high. It leveled 35 houses and compromised a water main impacting 
the ability of first responders to fight the fires. It killed at least 8 individuals injuring 58. The 
cause of the explosion-numerous defective welds in the 54 year old pipeline.  
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 In lights of this potential threat, there is a substantial public interest for information about the 
current safety of the Pipeline, the safety measures that are currently in place to prevent pipeline 
accidents, contingency plans in case there are accidents, and its impact to the soil, and water in 
which it travels through. There is also a substantial public interest that the Pipeline itself be 
replaced with more modern materials and construction methods. There is a substantial public 
interest that more modern technologies are utilized to inspect the structural integrity of the 
Pipeline. There is a substantial public interest that safety plans and drills between Kinder Morgan 
and the relevant local, state, and federal agencies are implemented in order to insure the safety of 
Oregon Citizens. 
 
 
 Request for further Clarification 
 
 
With this additional information concerning me, my family, The Pipeline, and our goal can you 
provide the following information to help me understand your May 20, 2015 correspondence? 
 

1. Is it the legal position of the companies you represent that the documents I have 
requested in my March 13, 2015 correspondence are all confidential and proprietary even 
though your company disclosed this information in 1999 and it is inquiring of 
communications with third parties including government entities?  

 
2. Is it your position that “Publicly released information” is not in the possession and 

control of Kinder Morgan or any of its subsidiaries? 
 

3. Please identify the “ Holder” or “Holders” of this public information as referenced in 
your May 20, 2015 correspondence. 

 
 
Thank you for taking the time to provide this information. It is appreciated. 
 
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 

 
Shawn M. O’Neil 
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